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and equipment to the Turk, and for many months they
were-his main source of supply for war material.
' Aided thus in the south, the Turks found other helpers
in the north. As the Bolsheviks slowly advanced,
steadily pushing the armies of counter-revolution under
Denikin before them, the British troops retired out of
the Caspian and across the Caucasus. Their retreat
encouraged the Turks, who received from Moscow
welcome messages and more welcome money. The
Allies were their common enemies. {
tThe Turkish Nationalists directed their energies
primarily against the Greeks, but the Greeks were the
agents of the Peace Conference, and rapidly the hostility
of the Turks was directed against the Allies.- Until it
had forced itself upon their attention, the Nationalist
movement was viewed with little interest and no hostility
by the Supreme Council, despite the constant telegrams
of warning from the High Commissioner and the
admonitions of the General Officer Commanding-in-
Chief.
When late in 1919 the position was recognized, the
jealousies between die Allies prevented any effective
action.' The Italians were already at loggerheads with
the Greeks and helping the Turks. Compromise
between the many conflicting ambitions was the only
hope of common action. The British were often
stubborn and their subordinates were sometimes unwise,
but as a whole they were prepared to sacrifice much to
maintain the Entente. From the first days of the
Armistice, however, the French were suspicious. They
believed that they were to be cheated of the good things